
Hollis Primary School January 8, 2021

From Mrs. Izbicki and the HPS Staff:  
Happy New Year!  Welcome 2021, we are certainly glad to be back 
to school, even though remote!  This week of remote learning for 
all has been going well.  We have one more week of remote 
learning for all.  Remember, that Monday, the 18th is no school.

Each morning announcements start at 8:45.  This 
short but important time brings us together as a 
community.  Students get to see each other, teachers, and 
have a solid start to the day.  Please do so by logging into 
this zoom link:   
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Important Dates:

January - Kindergarten and 1st 
Grade Registration Opens 
January 4th - 15th - Remote 
learning for ALL 
January 18th - No School MLK 
Day 
February 3rd - School Board 
meeting 6:00 HUES 
February 9th - PTA Meeting 
10:00 via zoom 
February 22nd - 26th - Winter 
Break 

Building Update: 

The 2nd grade floors have 
been installed. 

All bathrooms have been 
updated to be touch-less. 

Safety Update: 

Please be sure to continue to 
make the DSM part of your 
morning routine.  We use that 
information to make decisions 
moving forward.

HPS School News 
 Twitter: @ HollisPrimary 

Website: https://sites.google.com/a/sau41.org/hps/  
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https://zoom.us/j/92605996877pwd=Nk5SU1dTY1kxbXdqL3o1cEdaeHRvUT09 
Meeting ID: 926 0599 6877 
Passcode: 02Hhcb

The next pivot point to change from remote to in person or vise versa is January 29th with a 
change start date of February 1st.  Please email me at paula.izbicki@sau41.org to be put on the list.   The 
list is getting long, so please reach out ASAP.  I will be reaching out with available seats or an option to 
move on the 29th.

Report cards were visible prior to vacation.  Please see below if you have not viewed 
your child’s report card yet. 

  
HOLLIS PTA INFORMATION: Website address: 603hepta.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/603HEPTA/?ref=bookmarks
Twitter: https://twitter.com/HollisHawks?lang=en

A reminder to follow us on Twitter @HollisPrimary! 
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Specialists Monthly Communication for January: 
Learning Commons/Technology: 

This month second and third graders are learning about cultures around the world. The objectives for 
students are:

Understanding what customs and culture are and how/why they are different all over the world.

Understanding that before we form an opinion of anyone based on what they look like, eat, or listen to 
for music, etc it is important to acknowledge different customs and cultures and learn about them

By asking, listening and learning we can have a better understanding of diverse cultures and understand 
our world with an embracing perspective

Begin to transfer this knowledge into other life situations

We will read and discuss four books: The Ocean Calls by Tina Cho, Salma the Syrian Chef by Danny 
Ramadan, The Proudest Blue  by Ibtihaj Muhammad and Nana Akua Goes to School  by Tricia Elam 
Walker and April Harrison. Cultural aspects of jobs, food, clothing and symbolism will be explored and 
discussed. Students will have the opportunity to explore a wide range of world cultures through our 
PebbleGo research site.

In Kindergarten and First Grade we will focus on what we are like as individuals - on the inside! We will 
get to know ourselves and each other by sharing things about ourselves that can’t be seen on the outside. 
Individual likes and dislikes and character traits will be discussed and students will be able to express 
these through a variety of activities. Students will learn more about themselves, and each other - 
recognizing how alike and different we all are. This quote from The Day You Begin sums up the message 
for our children:

“Every new friend has something a little like you and something else so fabulously not like you at all!’

Books that will be read and discussed are: The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson, Be You by Peter 
Reynolds, The One and Only You by Linda Kranz and I Am Enough by Grace Byers.

Various classes are receiving instruction in technology that is connected to content. For example, some 
students are learning how to use the camera feature to upload photos to Docs and Slides to complete 
Google Classroom Assignments. Others are learning how to use Kami, Forms, the basics of researching 
using our research databases, and how to publish pieces using Docs. 

ART: 

 Welcome new year! Welcome winter wonderland! Our theme for January is winter art. We are 
using the following children’s picture books to help to inspire our art making - Owl Moon by Jane Yolden 
(Caldecott gold for best picture book), Snow   by Uri Shulevitz (Caldecott silver),  Snowmen at Night by 
Caralyn Buehner, and The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats.

The third graders have been creating torn paper landscapes inspired by our very own New England 
landscapes. We have also visited the colorful Yukon landscapes by Canadian artist Ted Harrison. Learning 
how to design a landscape — dividing our paper into thirds and choosing color values (light to dark) has 
been fun and challenging. Our varied landscapes from snowy mountains to warm beaches have been 
stunning!
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The second graders have been drawing/painting 3-D snowmen enhanced with a snowy/watery 
background. We are learning an illustration technique whereby we drag our marker outlines with a  brush 
dipped in water (dark to light) to create a 3D effect - very cool!  HPS has some amazing illustrators in the 
making!

Grades K/1 have been studying snowflakes. These beautiful 6 sided  one-of-a-kind crystals are truly a 
wonder to behold! We spent time drawing, designing, and painting our very own unique snowflakes 
inspired by actual photographs. We are also learning the technique of torn paper art. Who would have 
thought how fun it would be to make torn paper snowmen! 
PE: 

Remote learning for grades K through 3 may include the activities of Dance, Floor Gymnastics Skills, 
Fitness Obstacle courses , Jump Rope and ball skills that relate to target games such as bowling. In school 
lessons are described as follows:

Kindergarten through third grade  students will combine indoor and outdoor activities and skills. Inside 
activities will include fitness and dance skills as warmups and learning volleying skills common to paddle 
games and volleyball like games. Students will be volleying balloons individually and in partnerships with 
the goals of increasing the number of hits continually to show increased skills. Outdoor activities 
encourage playing safely and cooperatively on play surfaces such as snow forts, ball play and playground 
equipment.

Math: 

Telling time is more than just a math skill, it’s a life skill.  While students do learn about time in math, it 
is in the real life application that the concept becomes solid.  Help your child by having an analog clock at 
home and frequently ask them to tell you what time it is.  Analog clocks are also a math tool that 
reinforces counting by 5s, relates to fractions with quarters, halves, three-quarters and whole, and 
reinforces the important counting pattern of 15, 30, 45, 60.  Going somewhere?  Estimate with your child 
how long the trip will take and then figure out what time you’ll get there.  All these tips will be time well 
spent:)

Environmental Science: 

Hello 2021!  ...and it’s official!  The winning spider candidate that HPS has nominated for the New 
Hampshire State Spider is the Daring Jumping Spider!!  Thanks to this little spider’s ability to overwinter 
as an adult, his creative hunting strategies, and his surprising strength which allows to jump further than 
we thought possible… he has won our spider election.  

Our spider bill even already has a co-sponsor from Geoffstown!  Soon, it will be assigned a bill number, as 
well as a committee and then it’s official!  In the meantime a group of students from all grades have 
volunteered to be on Team Spider to help see it through the process.  Very exciting!  :)  

Aside from spiders, we have also been learning about what other New Hampshire animals are doing out 
there now that their environment has become cold and snow covered.  We are looking at migration, 
hibernation, and adaptation as ways our animal friends survive.  We are also taking this winter 
opportunity to learn about animal tracks.  It is always fun to see which of our furry friends are wandering 
around our homes and school when we aren’t looking.

HPS Wellness: 
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Happy New Year!  It’s a new beginning, an opportunity to make positive changes within ourselves 
and our community to be happier and healthier together.  We are hopeful, positive, and persistent.  And 
we will succeed.  Let’s shoot for the stars!

Reading: 

“Reading Strategies” is a catchphrase that we in education use to talk about the work of reading. Good 
readers have a wide variety of reading strategies that they can use to decode new words and comprehend 
what they are reading.  A proficient reader is able to use these strategies flexibly. When you are reading 
with your child at home and they “get stuck”, encourage them to look carefully at the word and apply 
phonics rules.  They can look at the pictures, think about the story, and reread the sentence to monitor 
their decoding of new words.  If they try a strategy, and are still unable to solve the word then tell your 
child the word, and point out any spelling patterns in the word that may help your child when they come 
to it in the future. 

Music: 

Happy new year! To start this new year in music we have new rhythm play along videos for 
practicing our rhythm reading skills! We’ll be reading quarter notes, 8th notes, and quarter rest in K and 
1st grades, while 2nd and 3rd graders add half notes and 16th notes to their skills. Rhythm videos from 
Soul and March Radetzky will help us learn. All grade levels will learn a version of the body percussion 
game Bim Bum Bitty. Second and third graders will be creating their own version of this fun pattern 
activity. First graders will create body percussion patterns to share as well. Kindergarten students are 
practicing using their voice in 4 different ways - ask them if they can name all 4! (sing, speak, whisper, 
shout) Please keep your child’s music bag in a safe place with all items (rhythm sticks, maraca, scarf) 
securely inside so it’s ready for your next music week. Thank you!
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School Meals Are Available for Students During 
Remote Learning!  

(January 4 – January 15, 2021) 
 
Families, 
 
We will be able to provide meals to our students during the remote weeks of January 4th and 
January 11th.  These meals will be free of charge, as they have been all school year. You will 
need to order the meals each day before 8 AM. Breakfast and lunch can be provided each day. 
 
The order form will be placed on both the SAU website and each individual school website. You 
can begin to complete the form as early as January 3rd at 2PM. They are called: 

• HBMS – Remote Meal Order Form 
• CSDA – Remote Meal Order Form 
• Meal Delivery – Remote Meal Order Form 

 
• Meals will be available for pick up each day at CSDA and HBMS between 11:00 AM – 

12:00 PM. 
 

• Delivery of meals will also be available through the bus company if that option will work 
better for you.  Meals will be delivered between 11:00 AM and 12:00 PM. 
 

o If you think you will need meal delivery - please click HERE and fill out the form 
BEFORE Saturday, DECEMBER 26th so we can plan accordingly. Completing 
this form will help us plan. You will also need to order meals daily using the 
REMOTE MEAL ORDER FORM found on the websites when district remote 
learning begins. 

If you have any questions about meals during the remote weeks, please email Amy Cassidy, 
Director of School Nutrition at amy.cassidy@sau41.org. 

 



 
 

 

 
  

Step 1: Register your child for kindergarten beginning in January 
Information can be found on the school’s websites, Twitter, Hollis-Brookline Journal, 

and Hollis Brookline Community Facebook Page.  You can also pick up one at the front 
office during school hours, please call ahead of time and we will leave a packet outside for 
you to pick up.  

 
Step 2: Attend the kindergarten parent meeting (dates listed below):  
 

 Step 3: Sign your child up for a screening:  
A screening provides our kindergarten team with a snapshot of your child’s academic 

readiness, social and emotional skills, fine and gross motor development, and speech and 
language.  A team of professionals are on hand which include; Kindergarten Teacher, 
Reading Specialist, Math Specialist, Speech Pathologist, and Occupational Therapist.  A 
follow up letter after the screening will be sent to families. 

 
Step 4: Classroom placement / follow up letter from the school?  
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the building principal.  

  
 
  
 
 
 



 
**Grade placement is a team decision and using the screening and developmental 
history forms help to provide information.  Please DO NOT request a grade level 
when registering, rather, notify the front office that you would like to discuss grade 
placement with administration once screenings are complete.  
 
  

This informational guide was developed in collaboration with SAU 41 administrators, kindergarten 
representatives, and local preschool representatives. 

All decisions are compliant with Kindergarten State Law, RSA 193:1, Enrollment and Redshirting in 
New Hampshire. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hollis Primary School  

 
(603) 324-5995   

Richard Maghakian Memorial 
School  

 
(603) 673-4640 

Kindergarten Information Night  
Via Zoom 

 TBD  
Screening Dates: 

TBD 

Kindergarten Information Night 
Via Zoom 

 TBD  
Screening Dates: 

TBD 



    Ready for Kindergarten?     
 
Physical Development 

● Can balance on one foot, hop, and skip 
● Can sit in a chair at a table for 10 minutes 
● Can sit on a bench at a table for 20 minutes (lunch) 
● Can hold a pencil or crayon with a tripod grasp (not entire fist) 

 
Self Care 

● Can dress self - buttons, zippers, jackets, working toward tying shoes 
● Can open backpack, snacks, water bottles, and containers independently 
● Can use bathroom appropriately and wipe 
● Can use a tissue and wash hands 

 
Communication and Language 

● Tells a simple story about him/herself using full sentences 
● Speaks clearly and audibly 
● Asks for help when needed 
● Generally speaks correctly (some verb tenses and sounds are still developmental) 
● Can use words to describe how they are feeling 
● Can maintain eye contact with a peer or adult 

 
Following Directions 

● Can follow a 2 step direction (put your shoes on and get your jacket) 
● Can play a board/card game with a friend or small group 
● More likely to agree with rules 

 
Social/Emotional 

● Can wait for a turn 
● Can tell what’s real and what’s make-believe 
● Wants to be with and please friends 
● Shows more independence (willing to go play with a peer at the park, visit a neighbor, etc.) 
● Shows a wide range of emotions 
● Able to focus on one activity for more than 5 minutes 
● Able to respond appropriately to peers and adults 

 
Learning 

● Familiar with most uppercase and some lowercase letters 
● Can write and read own name 
● Basic colors and shapes 
● Knows numbers 1-5 and can count to 10 
● Can draw a person with 6 body parts 
● Shows progress on newly introduced skills and maintains skills already learned 

 
*Please remember that each child develops differently and reaches milestones at a slightly different rate than others. If you have multiple 
concerns about the above, please speak to your child’s teacher or pediatrician. 
 
 



 

TO: DOE Partners DATE: April 17, 2012 
 

- TUESDAY TELEGRAPH – 
    

     

News from the Office of Early Childhood Education at the DOE 
 

Kindergarten in New Hampshire - a dedicated issue to current practice 
 

1. Kindergarten as a State Law in New Hampshire - required offering; optional attendance 
 

2. Compulsory Attendance in New Hampshire Age 6 - full time program RSA 193:1 3. Kindergarten 
Enrollment, Redshirting and the Reality in New Hampshire 
4. Kindergarten Enrollment: Awareness, Best Practice; Recommendations for 

 

Districts, Parents and Communities 
 

1. Kindergarten as a State Law in New Hampshire - Effective with the 2010-2011 school years, every 
public school district in New Hampshire is required to offer a minimum of a half-day Kindergarten program. 
The cut-off enrollment date is set locally by each district. In addition, each community decides if it will offer 
a full day or half-day educational program. The state adequacy formula for funding Kindergarten states that 
no kindergarten pupil shall count as more than 1⁄2 day attendance per calendar year (RSA 198:38 I.) 
Therefore, regardless of the local decision to offer a full or half-day program, the State pays for half-day. 
Kindergarten programs are to immediately precede other elementary grades and be designed primarily for 
five year olds. 

 

2. Compulsory Attendance in New Hampshire begins at age 6 - RSA 193:1 - Duty of Parent; Compulsory 
Attendance by Pupil. - A parent of any child at least 6 years of age and under 18 years of age shall cause 
such child to attend the public school to which the child is assigned in the child's resident district. Such 
child shall attend     

  

 
 

 
 



 

full time when such school is in session unless: attending another public school 
outside the district, receiving a home education (RSA 193-A), the district 
superintendent has excused a child for extenuating circumstances, the child is 
attending public or private school located in another state, exempt due to RSA 193:5, 
and other reasons exceeding the developmentally appropriate norms of Kindergarten 
such as achieving a GED and other advancements. A child who reaches the sixth 
birthday after September 30 shall not be required to attend school under the 
provisions of this section until the following school year. 

 

3. Kindergarten Enrollment, Redshirting and the Reality in New Hampshire - The 
intentional practice of allowing children an extra year of maturity by “holding back” at 
age five, or redshirting, often backfires in New Hampshire because of the way our 
laws are constructed. New Hampshire law intentionally requires districts to offer a 
minimum of half- day Kindergarten for five year olds. Attendance laws intentionally 
allow parents to “opt out” of public Kindergarten programs and begin compulsory 
education at age six, full day, first grade. Because many are unfamiliar with the 
regulations, they are surprised to discover their local schools requiring a youngster 
who turns six before September 30th, and has never attended Kindergarten, to be 
enrolled in first grade. This is correct according to state law. The only option a 
principal may have for a full day public program, according to state law, is if the 
district offers full day Kindergarten. Then, according to state law, compulsory 
education full time at age six can be achieved in a full day Kindergarten program. The 
advantage parents seek by giving a youngster time to mature is often met with 
confusion, misunderstanding and dismay. Building administrators who seek to provide 
the best educational experience for a child are bound to uphold our State laws. 

 
 

 

4. Kindergarten Enrollment: Awareness, Best Practice; Recommendations for 
Districts, Parents and Communities - All districts are encouraged to conduct a 
Kindergarten policy audit to align their current practices with the new regulations. 
Kindergarten enrollment policy should include readiness criteria, screening tools, cut 
off dates, and a clear process for individual consideration, exceptions and appeals. 
Policy should consider 21st Century family life and the optimal educational experience 
for children who have attended full day programs for several years in advance of 
public education. Districts are encouraged to communicate their local policies to child 
care programs in their area for increased community awareness amongst parents 
who are unfamiliar with public education rules and procedures. This is especially 
important for first time parents to local districts and currently enrolled children with 
younger siblings whose parents had a different experience with their first child due to 
different laws. 

 

Current Kindergarten enrollment cut-off dates in New Hampshire range from August 
15th - December 31st. Parents, child care providers and service providers in early 
childhood are encouraged to make contact with local SAU offices for information on 



  
 

     

current Kindergarten enrollment practices, including the offering of half-day or full day 
programming. These decisions vary greatly in New Hampshire and from year to year 
based on budgets and enrollment. All private and public providers for young children 
are encouraged to update their practical information regarding local Kindergarten 
policies annually, in order to continuously meet the needs of young children, without 
shock or disappointment...because things do change. 

 

Patty Ewen 
Patricia Bradley Ewen, M.Ed. Office of Early Childhood Education NH Department of Education 
101 Pleasant Street 
Concord, NH 03301 Patricia.Ewen@doe.nh.gov 
w - (603) 271-3841  
fax (603) 271-7381 
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